
Report to: Licensing and 
Regulatory 
Committee

Date of Meeting: Monday 11 January 
2021

Subject: Taxi Licensing Fees - 2021/22

Report of: Head of Highways 
and Public 
Protection

Wards Affected: (All Wards);

Portfolio: Regulatory, Compliance and Corporate Services

Is this a Key 
Decision:
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Confidential 
Report:
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Summary:

To seek the approval of Members of no increase to the fees and charges for Taxi 
Licensing services in 2021/22

Recommendation(s):

(1) Consider and approve the proposed fees and charges for 2021/22 as attached

Reasons for the Recommendation(s):

Due to the covid-19 pandemic, the licensed trade has been affected by a reduced 
demand and it is not clear how this has affected the licence fee income so it is suggested 
that the fees remain at their current levels for the 2021/22 period.

Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications)

None

What will it cost and how will it be financed?

(A) Revenue Costs

There are no financial implications for the Council associated with the proposals in this 
report. No changes to fees and charges are being recommended, but even if a decision 
was taken to increase fees with a view to generating additional income this would have 
to be transferred to the ring-fenced Taxi Licensing Account and would not impact on the 
Council’s overall resources.



(B) Capital Costs

Implications of the Proposals:

Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):

Legal Implications:
Any variations to hackney carriage fees will need to be advertised in accordance with
S.70 Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976.

Equality Implications:

There are no equality implications

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:

Protect the most vulnerable: N/A

Facilitate confident and resilient communities: N/A

Commission, broker and provide core services: 
Provide update on taxi licensing service provision.

Place – leadership and influencer: N/A

Drivers of change and reform: N/A

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity: N/A

Greater income for social investment: N/A

Cleaner Greener: N/A

What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?

(A) Internal Consultations

The Executive Director of Corporate Resources and Customer Services (FD.6240/20) 
and the Chief Legal and Democratic Officer (LD.4441/20.) have been consulted and any 
comments have been incorporated into the report.

(B) External Consultations 

The proposal of a freeze on taxi licensing fees has been shared with trade 
representatives who have welcomed the suggestion.



Implementation Date for the Decision – 5 April 2021

Contact Officer: Mark Toohey
Telephone Number: Tel: Ext 2274
Email Address: mark.toohey@sefton.gov.uk

Appendices:

Fees list 2021/22

Background Papers:

There are no background papers available for inspection.



1. Introduction/Background

1.1 The Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 requires any 
proposed variations to vehicle and operator licence fees to be advertised in a 
minimum of one local newspaper. The Notice must list the expiry date of the 
objection period and that period must be a minimum of twenty-eight days from the 
date of publication. A copy of the notice must also be displayed at the Principal 
Offices of the Council.

1.2 The fees were last restructured in January 2020 following a Licensing & 
Regulatory (Urgent Referrals) Committee meeting on 18 December 2019. It was 
agreed that the proposed uplift in fees to address the estimated shortfall in income 
and to fund increased enforcement activity be approved.

1.3 The Council have previously agreed to consider variations to licence fees on an 
annual basis.

2. Impact of Covid-19

2.1 Covid-19 has had a massive impact on the delivery of the Taxi Licensing service.  
Particularly the temporary closure of the One Stop Shop and the introduction of 
appointment only essential face to face interaction has meant delivery has had to 
be significantly adapted. Council service delivery changes introduced from 23 
March 2020 included the introduction of auto renewal of driver, vehicle and 
operator licences for an initial period of 6 months for which we are continuing to 
collect outstanding licence fees. Much of the licensing work is now done 
electronically through the use of e forms and email.

2.2 Following the auto renewal period, many driver and vehicle licence holders 
allowed their licence to expire (or had their Hackney Carriage licence put on hold) 
due to the risks associated with working during the pandemic. Some of these have 
since relicensed with Sefton whilst others have not yet returned. For this reason, 
the comparative figures may not reflect the true long-term situation.

2.3 Impact on licence numbers from April to December 2020:

Type of licence 1 April 2020 1 December 2020

Hackney Carriage Driver 328 314
Hackney Carriage Vehicle 271 245
Private Hire Driver 6555 6059
Private Hire Operator 116 81
Private Hire Vehicle 5455 4504

The above figures show a reduction in licence numbers of 1522.

2.4 Due to the ongoing uncertainty with long term licence numbers and the continuing 
process of collecting outstanding fees, it is difficult to currently produce an 
accurate forecast of income for 2020/21.

2.5 The impact on the trade has been significant. The Council has processed a 
significant number of £100 grants to all eligible drivers residing within the 



Liverpool City Region and who were licensed with Sefton on 23 March 2020 but 
the impact on passenger numbers due to local or national restrictions and the 
consequential loss of income has had a significant impact across the entire trade 
affecting all licence holders. The potential reduction in licence holder numbers will 
need to be assessed over a longer period of time before being able to calculate 
associated licensing costs.

3 Conclusion

3.1 The recommendations are made due to the potential uncertainty of the total 
number of licence holders by the end of the current financial year and economic 
impact of the pandemic on the trade.

4 Recommendation

4.1 Consider and approve the proposed fees and charges for 2021/22 as attached.


